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Living the Life of the Nembutsu 

 

WHITE RIVER BUDDHIST TEMPLE 

3625 Auburn Way N., WA 98002 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 855, Auburn, WA 98071-0855  

 

Website:  www.wrbt.org                 Email:  office@wrbt.org 

Reverend Jim Warrick, Minister 

 Temple Office Phone:  253-833-1442

  

Email:  Rev.Warrick@wrbt.org 

 Minister’s Greetings 

 I am grateful to see yet another New Year dawn. This is a time of fresh starts and re-

 solutions.  Many folks pay off their debts at the end of the old year so they can start 

 the new year debt free. Many others become resolute in their efforts to lose weight, 

 learn to dance, learn to play an instrument, etc.  Many of us just express our hope for 

 peace in this troubled world. Most of these resolutions are unfulfilled as situations 

 and priorities change through the year. We are often able to tell others that she should 

 say this, or that he should not say that. We can tell them they should act this way and 

not act that way.  We are very good at saying what they should do to be more compassionate and kind peo-

ple. Whomever they may be.  Telling someone how to act, speak or do might not be the best way to bring 

about peace and harmony.  Our meditation teacher teaches us to follow our breath as we sit. This technique 

helps us to clear our mind and focus on the moment.  Instead of telling others what to say, how to act and 

what to do maybe we could think I will speak, I will act in a kind and compassionate way. All that I do I 

will do in a kind and compassionate way. If we all think in this way with each breath, we could bring about 

that peace we all so long for. It is with deepest gratitude for being given this human form that I express my 

wish for Peace, Happiness, Joy and wellbeing for all during this new year and all the years to come. 

Gassho 

Reverend James Hozen Warrick 

Message from the Chairperson 

 The end of the year is arriving, and we have many things to be thankful for. We hired 

 Reverend Warrick to replace Reverend Ogui who started May 1st. The temple has com-

 pleted the electrical wiring for the Bon Odori and the new Temple Sign and Digital 

 Reader Board will be installed in early January. Sharon K, as the Temple’s Communi-

 cation Chairperson has taken on more than her share of work. I would like to thank 

 her for all she does for the temple. Secondly, I would like to thank Charlene G, the 

 Temple’s Religious Chairperson for all the hard work she and her committees have 

 done. I hope everyone has a happy and safe holiday and thank you for your support this 

past year. 

Wayne M 

P.S. Remember to join us on January 6th at 10:00am for “Pastries with President.”  No agenda, No dona-

tion, No catch.  Just coffee, pastries (or something similar), and good conversation with your fellow Sangha 

members!   

Ho-On-Ko Service Notice 

In this month's newsletter you will find an invitation for the Ho-On-Ko service 

and Shinnenkai (New Year’s party), to be held on Sunday, January 13th. Rev. 

Ron Kobata of the Buddhist Church of San Franscisco will be our guest speak-

er.  An envelope is enclosed for your convenience. For those who receive their 

newsletter electronically, envelopes will be available at the Temple.   

Rev. Kobata will also be holding a workshop on Saturday, January 12th - 

3:00pm at the Temple.  His topic will be “Suffering from G.A.S.?  And Other 

Buddhist Acronyms.”  We all suffer from GAS sometime in our lives.  Greed, Anger, Stupidity - an acro-

nym for the 3 poisons of Greed, Hatred, and Ignorance.   

See page 3 for information about ordering a Shinnenkai lunch! 



January 2019 The White Path Volume 58 Issue 1 

2 

 January Shotsuki Hoyo Monthly Memorial Service 
January 6, 2019 at 10:30 AM 

According to our Temple records, the following people passed away in the month of January.  Family and 

friends are cordially invited to attend the Shotsuki Hoyo Monthly Memorial Service on Sunday,               

January 6th at 10:30 am.  If any names have inadvertently been omitted, please email office@wrbt.org to 

correct our records. 

 

 
 

Tase Sagara 1973 
Jintaro Nakayama 1973 
Harry Nakagawa 1977 
Hajime Nakai 1977 
Jack Kaoru Arima 1979 
George Satoru Miyaki 1980 
Ura Toyoshima 1983 
Masao Tsuji 1987 
Yoshito Tanaka 1991 
Minoru Koga 1992 
Yoshiko Mary Matsuyama 1994 
Mary Yukie Hiranaka 1996 
Chie Onchi 1996 
Shizumi Fujimura 1998 
Akiko Shimatsu 2001 
Masao Tom Sutow 2001 

Sunao Iwai 2001 
Masako Shimomura 2004 
Sachiko Nakayama 2005 
Takio Hank Nishimoto 2006 
Yoshi Porky Nishimoto 2007 
Shizuko Higuchi 2007 
Masami Iida 2008 
George S. Ikuta 2008 
Dorene Nakayama 2010 
Katherine Dodobara 2010 
Duane Hamamura 2011 
Frank Okimoto 2011 
Roy Hajime Taketa 2012 
Hiroshi Takashima 2014 
George Tsunoru Komoto 2016 
Frank Tokio Komoto 2018 

1 year     ~     2018 3 year    ~    2017 7 year     ~    2013 13 year    ~   2007 

17 year   ~    2003 25 year   ~    1995 33 year   ~   1987 50 year   ~   1970 

DESIGNATED MEMORIAL SERVICE YEARS  To schedule a family memorial service, please contact 
office@wrbt.org   

White River Buddhist Temple 

Greeters Wanted! 

Become a Temple Greeter!  All training 

provided!  Please contact Norma G at of-

fice@wrbt.org for information and to sign 

up.   

Chanting Practice 

Thursday, 10:00 - 10:30am 

December 27 

January 3 

Feel free to drop by and join us! 

Condolences 

The temple extends its deepest sympathies to Mrs. Setsuko Hamamoto and the Hamamoto family on the 

passing of temple member Masaru Hamamoto.  Private services were held. 

The temple extends its deepest sympathies to the Maekawa family on the passing of long time temple mem-

ber Kiyono “Kiyo” Maekawa, who passed away at the age of 104.  Funeral services will be held on Tuesday 

January 15, 11:00 AM, at the temple. 

Japanese Language Service 

January 10, 2019, 10:00 am 

Rev. Kusunoki will be at White River 

Buddhist Temple to hold the next Japa-

nese Language Service on Thursday, Jan-

uary 10th at 10:00am.  If you have any 

questions, please contact office@wrbt.org 

mailto:office@wrbt.org
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Faith Action Network (FAN) Update 

On November 30, 2018, Rev. and Rona Warrick, Charlene G, and Vivian A. attended FAN’s annual Dinner 

and Fundraiser at the Renton Pavilion.  Nearly 480 people attended and this was a wonderful opportunity to 

experience inspiration and community!  Congresswomen Pramila Jayapal and travel author and TV host Rick 

Steves rallied the crowd with courage for the kind of change we can make together.  Rick Steves said,  “If we 

wanted to make our country greater than we could ever imagine, we would unleash the values in this room; 

we would turn the power of this great nation into these values…This is who we are—we care, we give, we 

can change the world.  But we need to advocate.  Advocacy is recognizing it’s okay to get political with your 

faith values.”  We at WRBT value our community and we are focused on taking the best care of ourselves in 

order to best care for others.  We can feel good about the contributions we make every day throughout the 

year and we will continue to support our community in 2019. 

When is the last time that you spoke directly to your state legislator?  Because of FAN I had the opportunity 

to meet my 3 legislators, last February, in Olympia and I plan to meet with them again, at Interfaith Advoca-

cy Day, on Thursday, February 14, 2019.   A flyer is on the back bulletin board.   

If you would like more information please contact:  Vivian A, office@wrbt.org 

Electronic Sign Project Update 

The Auburn Way electronic sign is scheduled to be 

installed in early January.   Instructions on how to 

program the sign will be offered.  Anyone interest-

ed should contact Roger F.   

Library News 

If you are new, you may not know about our library.  It is located diagonally across from the door to the 

kitchen.  We have a beginner’s section, books about mindfulness & meditation, and many others.  You are 

welcome to check one out using the card on the front inside of the cover.  Some books and pamphlets are 

free as well.  They are on the chest in front of the windows and are identified as “free books.” 

Books from the library don’t have a due date, but many books need to be returned.  They are NOT on per-

manent loan.  Please return books so others may read them too. 

We have many Japanese language books; too many to put on the shelves.  If you read Japanese, please in-

vestigate the books on the main table in the library.  They are free and do not need to be checked out.   

Shinnenkai 

Sunday, January 13, 2019 

We will be having our annual Shinnen-kai or New Year’s Party on Sunday January 13.   Maruta Shoten will 

be providing our bento again this year at a cost of $17.00 including tax. Chicken dinners from Ezelle’s will  

be available for $9.00 for a 2 piece dinner (includes sides of coleslaw, roll, and mashed potatoes).  Chicken 

orders have a choice of dark or light meat, spicy or original.  Meals need to be pre-ordered and will be taken 

by phone (per phone tree) or email (office@wrbt.org).  All orders must be received by January 8th.    

Community Speaker Series 

Gratitude, Compassion, Community 

Sunday, January 27, 2018 – 10:30 am 

Ms. Susan Sommerman, Chairperson, KentHOPE Board of Directors, is our speaker on 1/27/18.  Ms. Som-

merman has served on the KentHOPE Board since 2010.  Ms Sommerman retired as Assistant Pastor of 

Community Outreach and Ministry Opportunities at Kent Covenant Church, serving on staff for 18 years, 

from 1995 – 2013.  KentHOPE’s mission is to build community by providing stable pathways out of home-

lessness while caring for body, mind, and spirit.  On December 16, 2013, KentHOPE and Seattle’s Union 

Gospel Mission (SUGM) established the KentHOPE Day Center for Women and Children at 9009 Canyon 

Drive in Kent.  An average of 30 women and 2 children a day receive services to meet their immediate 

needs and to link them to community resources to find jobs and housing.  Ms. Sommerman will describe 

how the KentHOPE program moves women out of homelessness and into Hope. 

Please join us for conversation and snacks immediately following today’s talk. 

Newsletter  

December newsletter articles are due Sunday, 

January 13th.  Please send your articles to news-

letter@wrbt.org.   

If you would like to receive your newsletter by 

email, please contact newsletter@wrbt.org 

mailto:office@wrbt.org
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Buddhist Women’s Association 

bwa@wrbt.org 

BWA Dec Meeting Notes & what has transpired since - Minutes will be posted on the BWA bulletin board.   

2019 BWA Officers & Volunteers 

President    Karen M 

Vice President & 

 BWA Rep to temple board Vivian A 

Secretary    Melissa B 

Treasurer    Pat K 

Auditor    Janis Y 

Sunshine    Gayle T 

Thank you to Eva for chairing lunch for all on meeting day, & for coordinating craft time after.  Thank you 

to Rona, Alva, Char, Gayle, Maydell, & Vivian for volunteering your time and contributing food.   

Thank you to teachers sharing crafts & skills after our meeting – Georgette for beading bracelets; Gretch-

en for greeting cards; Eva for knitting. 

Thank you to those who donated non-perishable food to support the ABA Food Drive.  We donated 29 

items. 

Thank you for everyone’s support of our gift card fundraiser helping us donate our final pledge pay-

ment of $1000 x 4 years to pay down the BCA Jodo Shinshu debt!  145 gift cards sold for $4,255, for a 

profit of $291. 

February NW Buddhist Convention – BWA will accept the opportunity to utilize a WR BWA table to 

raise money to support World Buddhist Women’s Convention that our national FBWA is hosting.  Please 

contact Eva or Karen to donate crafts or books to sell, or to contribute to our White River BWA basket(s) 

for silent auction. 

Rev. Warrick proposed possible dates for our two 2019 special services – Lady Kujo Memorial Service 

with Rev. Warrick as our speaker (March?), and Eshinni-Kakushinni Memorial Service with Minister’s As-

sistant Anne Spencer (Oct?).  Final dates chosen will not interfere with temple fundraiser work.  Rev. War-

rick will confirm dates at the temple board meeting and with the religious committee, and get back to us. 

Lots of great Fun Fellowship ideas were offered at the meeting ranging from karaoke at the Great Wall to 

strolling by Snoqualmie Falls.  We will continue to try to offer at least as many Fun Fellowship opportuni-

ties in 2019.  Watch the back hallway bulletin board for information & sign-up sheets.  Fun Fellowships are 

open to all who are interested.  Questions?  Ask Karen or <  BWA@wrbt.org  >. 

Continued on Page 5 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Fun Fellowship to Emerald Queen Casino Fife - Seattle, Tacoma & White River BWA - Sat, Nov 

10, 2018 What fun in good company!  Most played for 2 hours & received “free” lunch.  Others took ad-

vantage of Emerald Queen Casino’s group benefit of ½-off lunch price. 

mailto:BWA@wrbt.org
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BWA News Continued from Page 4 

"Arigato Obaachan" - BCA Federation of Buddhist Women's Associations will be hosting the 16th World 

Buddhist Women's Convention in San Francisco next year.  We're inviting all to help us in this monumental 

endeavor.  "Arigato Obaachan" was set up to honor and say thank you to our grandmothers, mothers, aunt-

ies, sisters, and other female relatives & friends.  Donation forms and more information are located on the 

lobby table, or e-mail <  BWA@wrbt.org  >. 

Future Dates 

Jan 19, Sat 9:00-12:00 Soup-Making  (open to all) 

Jan 29, Tues 10:00-12:00 Crafting/Mending and Coffee Time.  Bring your craft or mending projects or 

just come for coffee & visiting. 

Aug 30-Sept 1    WORLD BUDDHIST WOMEN'S CONVENTION, hosted by FBWA - San Francisco, 

CA.  More info & sign-up sheet on BWA bulletin board. 

Green Box Year Round Collections in temple lobby - October-December - Games, Books, 
Toys, Clothing - All ages, including ages 6-14.  Thank you for your support. 

Newspapers - Thank you for your donations of recycled newspapers that are delivered to Inca's 
Secret. 

Diaper Jar on the lobby table during service days.  We are collecting your loose change to pur-
chase diapers and wipes for those in need.  We have been donating these to Auburn Food Bank.  
If you know of another local charity in need of these items, please contact Vivian. 

BWA Soup Making 
Saturday January 19, 2019 9:00-noon 

We will be making Chicken Noodle & Pasta Faggiolle. Please sign up at the Temple if you can help or can 

donate items for the soup.  You do NOT need to be a BWA member to participate. 

Items needed: 

 

 

• 10# Carrots 

• 3 Celery 

• 10 Dry Onion 

• 2 bunches Kale 

• 3# mushrooms 

• 2 Garlic 

• 4 28 oz cans Diced Tomatoes 

• 4 14 oz cans Crushed Tomatoes 

• 8 15 oz cans Kidney beans or cannelloni 

beans 

• Chicken Boullion  

• 2 Rotisserie Chicken 

• 2 Large bag Small pasta  

• 2 Large bag Wide pasta noodles 

• Anything else that would go into the soups 

Thank You! 

 Rona W for making cushions for meditation sessions 

 Shirley K, Connie T, JR P, and Sharon K for their service on the board for the last 3 years. 

 Justin T for doing so much around the Temple, too numerous to list!!  The Temple grounds look fantas-

tic; please thank him when you get a chance! 

POTTERY - Make-A-Bowl 

Taught by Greg W 
  

 Series of 2 Saturdays - January 19 + 26, 2019  (Must attend both classes) 

1:00 - 3:00 pm @ the temple 

Make a pottery bowl in January.  In this series of 2 classes, Greg will teach us how to make a bowl that you 

can actually use for food at the eating table!  Materials that will be shared will be provided.  (watch the sign-

up sheet for tools you might bring from home)  Wear comfortable clothing, and an apron if you’d like, that 

you don’t worry if it gets stained, etc.  Questions?  Ask Greg or Karen  <  bwa@wrbt.org  >  Please also 

provide your contact information (e-mail or phone) if Karen doesn’t already have it.  Limit of 10 people.   

Supply Fee = $10.  Deadline to sign up - Sun, Jan 13 

mailto:BWA@wrbt.org
mailto:bwa@wrbt.org
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2018 Pledge Totals 
November 1 - 30, 2018 

Thank you for your support in 2018! 

  PLEDGES DECLARED    DOLLARS COLLECTED 

Date   Additional         Total Contributors  Additional  Total 

Nov 30, 2018          $1,470       $29,845          55       $1,585            $28,105 

Name & Amount Not Specified for Publishing Anonymous #28 Anonymous #29   

Amount Not Specified for Publishing  

Under $500 Laurie Tanaka 

$500-$999  

$1,000-$4,999   

For Comparison 

Nov 30, 2017 $7,420 $30,445 63 $7,745 $29,815 

Planning Your Own Funeral Service - Sunday Jan. 20, Noon, Rev. Warrick  

There is no "good" time to talk about your funeral service.  It’s a subject no one wants to bring up.  But, at 

the time of your passing, it’s too late.  This workshop will help answer questions and relieve some of the 

stress your loved ones may face.  The temple will go through the funeral/memorial planning process, answer 

questions and help you plan your service the way you want it.  A "Funeral and Memorial Service Guide" is 

available at the temple or can be emailed to you. 

Auburn Pioneer Cemetery Restoration 

If you go by the Pioneer Cemetery you will find that new gravel paths, gathering area, gravel grave sur-

rounds and interpretive panels have been installed.  With the assistance of Rev. Kusunoki, replacement Jizo 

statues have been ordered for the 3 missing statues on the Kato Family memorial in the northwest corner of 

the cemetery.  Thank you to everyone who has contributed to the work.  As funding becomes available addi-

tional work will be completed on headstone preservation and fencing.  If you have any questions please con-

tact contact Charles N, Calvin T, or the White River Valley Museum. 

Fundraising Committee Report 

At the request of the Board, the Fundraising Committee studied all suggestions for a fundraiser to be held in 

the spring. The following Committee recommendation was made to and approved by the Board. A Fun Car-

nival Day to possibly include the following will be held in May at our temple.  

A plant sale would be the main event. 

A bake sale without mochi and manju (which are so labor intensive) could feature Krispy Kreme doughnuts, 

Plush Pippin pies which require baking on our part and donated baked goods from our Sangha; 

Food could be Japadogs which are hot dogs with specialty condiments, ramen, popcorn, drinks and/or chips.     

Activities for the kids might include face painting, origami making, simple children’s games like tossing 

little bags through holes in a board, pinning the nose on the clown. 

We have new Sangha members who are musicians and may be asked to provide music that day.  

The following might be considered for future fundraising or at this fun day event: Puget Sound Energy’s 

Ride and Drive Electric cars program. They bring the cars to your site and supervise the exhibit including 

driving the cars.  

Future less labor intensive fundraisers to be considered are: 

 Fundraiser with a restaurant, e.g., Applebee’s flapjack, Old Spaghetti Factory, Panda Express, etc.  

 Pancake breakfast at temple. 

 Rummage Sale or Silent Auction. 

If anyone is interested in chairing this event please contact Norma G at office@wrbt.org. Thanks very much.  

ABA   

The next men’s cooking class is scheduled for Monday, February 4th at 10 am.  Eva Chun will lead the 
group in preparing a tasty dish.   

mailto:williamgeenty@comcast.net


January 2019 The White Path Volume 58 Issue 1 

7 

NW District Buddhist Convention 

Compassion, Gratitude, Community 

February 15 - 17, 2019 

Be sure to join us!  Our convention theme of Compassion, Gratitude, Community is one of relevance to our 

everyday lives.  We live in a time of unparalleled technology and connectivity.  Most of us never have to 

look forward to day after day of backbreaking manual labor.  Technology has taken care of that.  

The world has never been “smaller.”  The internet has taken care of that.  

Yet, life still throws at us difficulties and challenges that at times seem insurmountable.  We’ve all felt this 

and have wondered “how come I feel this way?” and “how do I get myself out of this?” 

Based on the primary Buddhist tenets of Impermanence and Interdependence, Shin Buddhist teachings pro-

vide clues/principals that when practiced in our daily lives help us navigate our ever-complex and challeng-

ing world. 

Compassion…..empathize with and resolve to help others 

Gratitude…..focus on the wonderfulness of today… 

Community…..I am not alone….I can gain strength from others 

Sign up now!  Do you need a ride, need help with registering, or have questions?  Contact us at       

convention@wrbt.org 
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Dear Temple Members and Supporters, 

White River Buddhist Temple is very excited to be hosting the 72nd Annual NW Buddhist Convention on 

February 15 – 17, at the Double Tree Suites in Tukwila.  The theme for the convention is “Compassion, 

Gratitude, Community” with Rev. Matt Hamasaki of the Buddhist Church of Sacramento as our featured 

speaker.   

The Convention Committee is trying to keep registration affordable while working hard to keep expenses 

down.  We are looking for businesses that will advertise in our convention program booklet, donate items, or 

support our convention with a donation.  We have already made contact with several businesses, but if you 

know of a business that might support our convention, please contact us at convention@wrbt.org.   

In addition, you can help defray the costs of hosting the convention by making a donation towards the event 

as a Convention Booster.   You name will be listed along with other Convention Boosters on a special page 

in the program booklet.  The deadline to submit a donation for inclusion in the program booklet is Jan 15th.   

In Gassho, 

72nd Annual Northwest District Convention Committee 

 

 

2019 Northwest Convention Booster Form 

Please accept my support as a 2019 NW Buddhist Convention Booster! 

Name(s):  __________________________________________________________________   

                  (Exactly as you would like it to appear in the program.  Please print clearly) 

Phone Number:______________________ or E-mail _______________________________ 

Amount of Donation:  $___________________  (Donation amounts will not be published) 

Please send this form with your donation by January 15 to:   

White River Buddhist Temple (Attn: Convention Committee) 

P.O. Box 855 

Auburn, WA  98071-0855 

(Please make checks out to the White River Buddhist Temple) 

2019 NW District Buddhist Convention 

White River Buddhist Temple is hosting the convention in 2019.  A small committee has been working hard 

on planning and we need your help!  We are looking for additional help with the following.   

Convention Booster and Sponsors - Support our convention by becoming a convention booster!  We are also 

accepting convention sponsors and advertisements for our program booklet.  If you know of a business that 

may donate, contact us.  The Convention Booster form is below. 

Transportation Coordinator - Coordinate the transportation logistics of our guest speakers and ministers.  

You don’t need to actually do all of the driving; you just need to manage, organize, and find people to make 

sure our guests have a ride to/from the airport.   

Facilitators - Help facilitate our workshop sessions.  You will assist with time management, keeping the 

workshops on topic, and facilitate the question and answer period. 

Registration - Assist with checking people in, fill convention bags for registrants, assist with payments as 

necessary, and more.  You choose what you can assist with; you do not need to help with every part of  reg-

istration. 

Logistics/equipment set up - Assist with transporting and setting up equipment for services, registration, 

workshops, etc.  You will be a worker bee because we already have a Logistics lead. 

Hospitality - Make something yummy for or help for a couple of hours in the hospitality room.   

MORE! - There will be more opportunities to become part of the fun!  If you’d like to help, let us know… 

convention@wrbt.org 

mailto:convention@wrbt.org
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White River Buddhist Temple 

PO Box 855 

Auburn, WA  98071-0855 

Reverend Warrick’s Formal Temple Office Hours  

Wednesday & Thursday 10:00 am - 2:00 pm 

Sunday 8:30 am - 1:00 pm 

For religious or other consultations and home visitations, we advise that an appointment be made directly 

with Rev. Warrick.  Reverend Warrick is on-call 24 hours a day, 7 days a week for emergencies.   

For ALL ministerial needs (including emergencies), please call the Temple phone (253) 833-1442.  If your 

call is not answered immediately, please leave a message and Rev Warrick will return your call as soon as 

possible.  Note that calls will be forwarded to Rev. Warrick when he is not at the Temple. 

Temple office      Rev Warrick 

 office@wrbt.org      Rev.Warrick@wrbt.org  

 (253) 833-1442       

Mailing Address:  White River Buddhist Temple 
          PO Box 855 
          Auburn, WA  98071 - 0855 

**Views expressed in articles by individuals do not necessarily represent the views of, and should not be attributed 

to the Temple or Sangha members** 


